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Cats and Ships,
and the origins




Maritime law regulates ships and
shipping.

As sea-borne transportation is one of the
most ancient channels of commerce,
rules for maritime and trade disputes
developed very early in recorded history.
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Modern maritime law has its origins in the
Rhodian Sea Law (Roman, in Latin),

which was based on the Code of Justinian
commissioned in the 6th century
(AD 529 to 565),

which itself was primarily a collection of
prior laws of earlier civilizations.






State of Maine History Timeline

11,500 years ago: Paleo Indians settled in Maine. Did they

have cats they brought from Eurasia? Not likely, although this
is around the time (9500 BC) when there is early evidence of

domestication or taming in Cyprus.

500 A.D.: Code of Justinian, Maritime Law organized

1000 A.D.: Norse sailors, led by Leif Erikson, arrive in
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. Evidence suggests that they
may have reached as far south as Maine. Did they have cats
on board? Probably, in my opinion. The Vikings were known
to have cats on their ships for vermin control, and the maritime
laws regarding cats were well established in the Mediterranean
and northern European areas by then.




1524: Giovanni da Verranzano became the first confirmed
European to explore the coast of Maine. Did he have cats on
board? Very likely, because of the food supplies he brought
on the voyage. He was an Italian, working for the French,
and explored the coast from South Carolina to Newfoundland.

1820: As a result of the Missouri Compromise, Maine
becomes its own state.

1871.: First cat show at the Crystal Palace in London. Harriet
Beecher Stowe begins writing Uncle Tom's Cabin in Brunswick,
Maine. This novel would later serve as a source of inspiration
for abolitionists prior to the Civil War.

1861-1865: American Civil War;

1881: First major cat show in the U.S., held in New York City.
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THE GENERAL DUTIES OF

mination a with the rule laid down by Roccus, who says, if
mice eat the cargo, and thereby occasion no small injury to the
merchant, the master must make good the loss, because he is guilty
of a fault.* Yet, if he had cats on board his ship, he shall be
excused. This rule, and the exception to it, although bearing some-
what of a ludicrous air, and not strictly the law of England,” furnish
a good illustration of the general principle, by which the master and
owners are held responsible for every injury, that might have been
prevented by human foresight or care. r{n conformity to which

E:inciple they are responsible for goods stolen or embezzled on

rd the ship by the crew or other persons,® or lost or injured in
consequence of the ship sailing in fair weather against a rock or
shallow known to expert mariners.? So, where in a voyage from
H. to G., a vessel was sunk in the river T. by striking against the
anchor of another, which anchor lay under water, and without a
buoy, whereby some goods in the former were injured, the owners
thereof were held responsible for the injury.*

If the master, being compelled to take refoge in a foreign port
during the course of his voyagd, has occasion for money for the re-
pairs of the ship, or other expense necessary to enable him to prose-
cute and complete the voyage, and cannot otherwise obtain it, he
may hypothecate the cargo, or sell a J)art of it for this purpose,’
hut opon the arrival of the ship at the place of destination, the
merchant will be entitled to receive the clear value for which the
goods miglht have been sold at that place.* If the ship afterwards

erish, and reach not the destined port, the ordinance of Wisbuy®




“And this determination agrees with the rule
laid down by Roccus, who says, If mice eat
the cargo, and thereby occasion no small
Injury to the merchant, the master must
make good the loss, because he is guilty of
a fault.

Yet, If he had cats on board his ship, he shall
be excused.”
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NOTE LVIIL
If goods laden on board of a ship are devoured
by rats, and the owners consequently suffer conside-
rable damage, the master must repair the injury
sustained by the owners, for he is considered in

MARITIME LAW. 57

‘fault. But if the master kept cats on board, he is
excused from that liability. (e)

If a master change the course of his voyage to avoid
paying illegal duties, and to preserve his rights, as
such taxes are improperly demanded, and therefore
may be evaded without a crime, he is not liable even
though loss ensue. Stracch.de Naut. p. 3. No.12. ( f)
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their young. Bull-terriers are considered preferable to [VERMIN
dumestie eats, but they cannot follow vermin =o easily ; to be of service
they should weigh 8 to 141b, over that they are nnwieldy. A wire trap
with a wire bottom, placed om a bucket of water, has often proved
successful. Rats will not eat food that has been handled, and will care-
lully avoid a trap that has been ehafed by their own species.®

1169  Arpor, in his work on shipping, says : moreover, the master
must, during the voyage, lake all possible care of the cargo. I it require
to be aired or ventilated, as fruit and some other things do, he must adopt
the usual and proper methods; and alihough le is not responsible for
"injury done tw it in consequence of a leak oceasioned by tempest or other
accident, yet, where rats oceasioned a leak, whereby the goods were
spoiled, the master was held responsible, notwithstanding the crew, afier-
wards, by pumping, &e. did all they could to preserve the cargo from
injury ; and this determination agrees with the rule laid down by Roccus,
who says: il mice eat the eargo, and thereby oecasion no small injary to
the morchant, the master must make good the loss, becanse he is guilty
of a funlt.  Yet il he had cats on board his ship, he shall be excused.
T'his rule and the exeeption to it, althvngh bearing somewhat of a ludie-
rens air, lornish a good illustration of the general principle, by which the
master and owners are beld responsible for every injury that might have
been prevented by human foresight or eare. In eonformity to which
principle they are responsible for goods stolen or embezzled by the erew
or other persons, or lust or injured in consequence of the ship sailing in
fair weather against a rock or shallow known o expert mariners. 4

1150 It has been held thatif a2 master can prodnce evidence to show
that e has nsed every precantion to guard against rats, before taking in
the cargo; that the ship was sea-worthy, as far as rats were concerned,
when taken inj and thar, after taking it in, and during the voyage, he
took every means in bis power to protect bis curgo, and to keep elear of
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Bidding good-by, and shaking the hand of the old
soldier on guard, we entered our carriage, and were driven
rapidly to Jamestown, where we found our boat awaiting
us. Embarking, we were pulled on board, when, all being
in readiness, the anchor was tripped, sail made, and we
were speedily again on our way from 8t. Helena, having
made a most pleasant break in our homeward voyage.

Before leaving the barque the day we went to Long-
wood, I had told a darkey boy to procure three or four
cats and take them on board, and the mate, who had my
instructions regarding the business, would give him half <=
a crown apiece. There were a great many rats on board,
and in case of damage to the rice cargo, I believed that
the fact of my having cats on board, would clear the
insurance all right.

Mr. Lovett now informed me that the boy had brought
on board three cats, two wild, and one tame, and they
had all taken refuge in the hold. That they were playing
havoe with the rats we knew by the noise at night, —
the squealing of the rodents and the seampering through
the lazarette, distinetly heard in the after cabin, in the
still watches of the night. After awhile the tame one
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

(&4 B IL Nov. 1, 2
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now my most Worshipful Masters, [ most humblie Le-
gseche my heanenlie God, T may oot recesve ilewards
either of Gold or Silver for auch ms are Created after the
Tmage, Similitude, and Likencase of God, our most
heswenlie, most sweeta Comferter, whom in Troubles is

Teddy alwaiea to bee foonde,
#Well Slosters, this Boisnesse fowath so sweela unto

mee that T ean bhardly loaue off my peon from my anar.
but it will e#ode in this small Puispesss, although they
ars worlh oot you 10H™, and above, [ will not asks
). And =0 much In the namae of God as touching that
Buisuesse, and tonching the Negroes or Indians
Qe ge Q4"
Touching eals in regard to commerze, I have
been informed; by good authority, that marine
insurance does not cover damage done to cargo |
by the depredations of rats; bat if the owner of
cargo thus damaged can prove that the ship was
not furnished with a cat, he can recover compen
sation from the owner of the ship.  Again, a ship
that is found, under certain circomstances, wthouf |
a living creature on boord, 14 congidered a derelice,
and, nceording to certain conditions, a forfeiture
fo the Queen, Lords of the Admiralty, and other
mtarested parties. And it has not anfrequently |
oceurred, after all the crew have been I]m:!. or |
the ship otherwise abandoned, that a live canary- |
bird, domestic fowl, bnt most commonly a eat, |
being found on board has saved the vessel from |
being condemned as aderelict. Consequently, ship- |
owners, considering the cat's proverbial tenacity

ship to sea without having a cat on board.
W. Prsxeeron,

Houpalow.

| Toimes  and

! him, a5 he valoed ik '|||i|z|:||_'|'.

of life, na well as its presence being a bar to claims |
of damage by rats, always take care not to send a |

! sponsorship ; but instead of adhering to the title of god-

fatlher, ha persisted in calling himsell the grandfuther of
yoang Pigot. The interpolation, which is probably in
the handwriting of a femnale, proceeds: *This H. E. Pigot
obtningl [subsequently] & cadetahip for India, and when
he was sevenléen vears of age be took thiz book with
How it came into it pre-
sant conditdon was thus:==In aziling down the Coosa
River, with alt be had In the world, & sadden squall ap-
gt the vedsel, and précipitoted the people on Loard ingn
tha water, and they had to swim for their lives, Among
the few things that were recovered was this book, in
which H. E. Pigot had been reading just bofore the accl-
dent—noiled, saturated, and in its pressut forlorn state.
H. E. Pigot disd in Imlis, oo the 25ih of October, 1830,
a Captain of the 23rd N. 1. (Nativelnfantry.) His widow
rved this volome; aml it was finally browght to
-h.E'!a:ul: by his sarviving daughter, Constance Eliza-
beth, who married Mr. Willlam Heberden, This Jittle
i dventures of Lord Byron's sariy
wins was wrillen by Elizabeth B. Pigot (sister of H. E.
igot), an early friend of G. (. Dyron, when e resided,
durfng the vacations, with his mother, on Bargage
Grean, Bouthwell ; and printed (hess poems, having writ -
ten most of them during his scjourn ia that place.—
Janunry 22, 1862 ; the Tth anniversary of Lord By ron®a
birth-day." On the original Ay -leal of the book Is writ-
ten in Byron's own hand: * Henry Edward Pigot; the

gift of his grandfather, (George Gordon Iyron, 180777

Fr.

LETTER3 OF CHARLES, EARL OF PETER-
BOROUGH.

Charles Mardaunt, Earl of Peterborough, was
the most distinguished man of his family, particu-
barly as a military commander ; and & memoir of
him will be found in the General Hiographical

Dietionary (voce Mordaunt), as well as in Birch's
sleswharae Tk e atabsd dhat  alFams
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23 La. Ann, 63; MeCranie v. Wood, 24 La, Ann, 406,

h. XLoss by Vermin.
1. Rats and Mice.—A warechouseman ig honnd to gnard against
damapga to goods stored with bhim, which may be caused by rodents,

but he ia mot liabla for the loss of sueh goods so destroyed if he has
taken ordinary precauntions to prevent such loss: Btory on Ballments,
gee, 444. The best methods known of destroying them include the
laying of peison or the more common ones of trapping them or keep-
ing cats or dogs. Imn Cailiff v. Danvers, 1 Peake, 114, 3 B. K. 604,
the keeping of cats was accepted as evidence of common diligence;
and in Taylor v. Beerist, £ Ihsn. (Ohic) 209, keeping a terrier dog
was regarded in the same light, It is bardly necessary to seek anal-
ogous decisions, as we think there has been no oeceasion, since those
easeg, prompting the destroetion of rats and mice by other means.
While poieoning them is undoubtedly efficacious, it is gquite possible
damage might be done to eertain perishable goods by the foul smells.
arising from the decomposing bodies of the rodents, hidden in inae-
cessible places. It may be faken, therefore, that in thiz as in avervy
nspect from which the duty of the warehouseman is to be regarded,
that such preecavtionary measures to resist the inroads of rats or mice
ag any prudent man would take in like eireumstances will relieve
the warchooseman from liability. Keeping a eat on board ship has
been held to be evidenece of due diligence, so as to render a leak
eansed by rate “a peril of the sea': Garrigues v. Coxe, 1 Binn. 502,
= Am. Dee. 483; Aymar v. Astor, 6 Cow. 267, The contrary view was,
however, taken in Laveroni v. Drury, 16 Eng. L. & Eq. 510, 16 Jur.
1024, 22 L. J. BR. Ex,, N. B8, 2, where Pollock, C. B., intimated that
# more efficient method of protecting a wvessel and its eargo frome
rats might be provided “by no very extraordinary degree of dili-
gence.” The warchouseman who uses traps and either cats or dogs
and, in such stores as the character of the goods stored remders them
safe from the mephitic emanations of the decomposing bodies, poison
will not be held liable for the damage caunsed by rats and mice,
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Apprentices aboard the USS Pensaco/a pose with mascot cat
and dogs in February 1888. The Pensacol/a was a screw

steamer that participated in Admiral David Farragut's capture
of New Orleans in 1862.




Crew of the USS NahantW|th thelr two cats ca 1898 The Nahant
was an ironclad monitor that joined the fleet of Rear Admiral
Samual Francis du Pont (for whom Washington, DC's Dupont
Circle in named) in the attack on Charleston Harbor in 1863.
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The end.



