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Cats and Ships,

and the origins

of the Maine Coon Cat



Maritime law regulates ships and 
shipping.

As sea-borne transportation is one of the 
most ancient channels of commerce, 
rules for maritime and trade disputes 
developed very early in recorded history.





Modern maritime law has its origins in the 
Rhodian Sea Law (Roman, in Latin),

which was based on the Code of Justinian 
commissioned in the 6th century 
(AD 529 to 565), 

which itself was primarily a collection of 
prior laws of earlier civilizations.





State of Maine History Timeline

11,500 years ago: Paleo Indians settled in Maine.  Did they 
have cats they brought from Eurasia?  Not likely, although this 
is around the time (9500 BC) when there is early evidence of 
domestication or taming in Cyprus. 

500 A.D.: Code of Justinian, Maritime Law organized 

1000 A.D.: Norse sailors, led by Leif Erikson, arrive in 
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia.  Evidence suggests that they 
may have reached as far south as Maine.  Did they have cats 
on board?  Probably, in my opinion.  The Vikings were known 
to have cats on their ships for vermin control, and the maritime 
laws regarding cats were well established in the Mediterranean 
and northern European areas by then. 



1524: Giovanni da Verranzano became the first confirmed 
European to explore the coast of Maine.  Did he have cats on 
board?  Very likely, because of the food supplies he brought 
on the voyage. He was an Italian, working for the French, 
and explored the coast from South Carolina to Newfoundland.

1820: As a result of the Missouri Compromise, Maine 
becomes its own state. 

1871: First cat show at the Crystal Palace in London.  Harriet 
Beecher Stowe begins writing Uncle Tom's Cabin in Brunswick, 
Maine. This novel would later serve as a source of inspiration 
for abolitionists prior to the Civil War.

1861-1865: American Civil War;

1881: First major cat show in the U.S., held in New York City.









“And this determination agrees with the rule 

laid down by Roccus, who says, if mice eat 

the cargo, and thereby occasion no small 

injury to the merchant, the master must 

make good the loss, because he is guilty of 

a fault. 

Yet, if he had cats on board his ship, he shall 

be excused.”

































Apprentices aboard the USS Pensacola pose with mascot cat 
and dogs in February 1888. The Pensacola was a screw 
steamer that participated in Admiral David Farragut's capture 
of New Orleans in 1862. 



Crew of the USS Nahant with their two cats, ca 1898.  The Nahant
was an ironclad monitor that joined the fleet of Rear Admiral 
Samual Francis du Pont (for whom Washington, DC's Dupont 
Circle in named) in the attack on Charleston Harbor in 1863.



Thank you.

The end.


