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What Is a hock?
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2.| What do cow hocks
look like?
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Cow hocks are a
mis-alignment of
the back leq joints.

The hocks come
together.

The knees and
toes point outward.

The underlying
cause sometimes
IS hip dysplasia,
but sometimes not.
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Cats cannot jump correctly
with weak back legs.
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They have weak thrust, poor stability,
and diminished lateral strength
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They cannot run powerfully, or change direction
quickly, or land securely from a jump.
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Cow-hocking is a physical disability.
It is a functional handicap to any animal.
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Normial Narrow Wide Cowhockerd

Areas of stess
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A few wor dsX-Raisout é

Can x-rays determine cow hocking? N O, because of the
positioning of t hags. @adsstloe cdwe g s

hocking is caused by hip dysplasia.) Looking at the cat
standing is the best way to see cow hocks!

Right lateral (side) view Ventrodorsal (like frog-leg) view
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Structure Is easy to see when the cat is standing
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.| What Is toeing-out
In front?
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Why is good
structure necessary?
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Correct Structure

A Power
A Accuracy
A Stability

il o

©Hot Spol eala.l
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N Bu.i
the barn
before
you
pal nt
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Conformation can be assessed in young kittens
as soon as they stand up and start moving around.
It does not change as they mature.

A young Bengal kitten with excellent legs The same Bengal kitten, older, same good legs
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Devon Rex kittens, 8 weeks old Sphynx kitten
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Observe, observe, observe.
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Did you know all of the TICA
Breed Standards of Perfection
require correct structure?

-~
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Devon Rex Egyptian Mau Exotic Shorthair Norwegian Forest Ocicat Oriental Longhair

A Zanilie it
bl . Y. {4 L
British Longhair Burmese Chartreux Cornish Rex Nebelung Selkirk Rex Selkirk Rex Longhair Siamese

(Correct structure is not required for the Household Pet cats, of course.)
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COLORS: Al pointed colors.
PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES: Mame.

HEAD:

Shape Broad modfied wedge, with
sighfy roundsd confours, slighly
rounded forehead, appeamnce of fat

in area behwesn esrs, shul
FroacliliFn in size.

Ears Medium insize, aominuation
ol rmadified wedge, oad & hase slight
i forsard, rounded tip, Frediim
duirmis hings.

Eyes: Blue, [arge, oval, moderslely
wide-gal, ouler apariure bo il inline s
base of o, ol ofental.

Chiry Well-develoged.

Muzre: Round, medurm in lengih.

RAGDOLL (RD)

Erofls: Gentle curve, wilh sirsight
sl segrment (al he nosa)  Chin wel-
developad, s¥ong, in ine with nase and
upper i

Hadh Shert, heavy, sang.

BODY:

Iomag Mediom ko Brge, long and
substandial with full chest, g sighty
Figher an shoulders, shauder blades
Eraad, nal praminet. Fal pad an lowe
ahdomen acceplable ([Grealer
Ormeniurm), heavier in hindquanes.
Fernaes may be apprecsbly smalle
fhan rmdes.

lame Siiketamdinl Fain sl

br ee

Mummmvm
Texiure: Siky, phush.
Miscallanems: The cobl es with

e bady and beeaks s fe cal moves.

Thee coal s longes] amund fhe ned and

e auler edges of ihe tace giving ihe

appearance of 8 b, The coal is shor

an ihe face and increases in lengih from

e lop of the head down trough the

shaulder Hades and back, wilh the coal

o e sides and siomach baing medum

o long. The fur on e fond lege is thick

and shert to rmedium in length, The fur

an e hind liags & redurm Lo kang, fick
and feaiher-lke. The paws ame feafher-
fufied. Aundani nff desirabie.

Pl el (5704 04

Ragdoll Bread Standard, 0501/2004

COLORPATTERM: Bady and point
edar are waghted equally.

Poims Eams, mask, feel and tal o
e dalker, welkdefned coor.

Body: Defnile conirast betseen body
and points, chest, bib and chin areas
may be somewhal lighler in coloe.  Soft
shadings of color am allowsd on bady.
Allcaancs o be made fof a eal under 2

Baitfs Lege (axcept for fee), ears
sk, and tail wel-defined . A bmken or
evenly maiched while bare o even
difmansion onnose andior bebeesn ayes
o be accaplable. Whie nol extending

Where it Is located In every

dos

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The idaal
Ragdal grws large and heavy. Full
madurity of color & nol achieved undl 2
years old and full weight and sire is nol

axpecied for al least 4 yeans, The cal js
fimm and Fouseuar with no (2 aeept o

ALLOWANCES: Lighter eye color in
dilutes . Seasonal changes in coal kngih
and lesdune.

FENALIZE"

General Shomt til, poired sans,
shor legs, ooty bady, Raman nose.

Milled Ary dark speling on while
mifiers, lack of white bally srips, while
on ears andior Ll

Bioohar: Pigirent of sionmash; whis-
kers omer han while, while on eam
and'ar 1al, while beyond e osulside
adge of e eye, or pigreeni on any rea
designated while.

WITHHOLD AL L AWARDS (WW):
General: Any eye color ofer fan

St an

unynﬂihna—tuhatpﬂy
oompiain aloud bt ma ynot dhe aten o haem.
in acoordanco with Show Rulos, Mﬂ-l.‘.L.E
SIXTEEN, thaf shallb

.l.ll‘lul.lmu. a mtthat hidas
{2168), a oat showing evidanon of indont o
domive (210 adul wholo malo omts not
having twodesm ndad lestiols (2 18.11), cals
with a¥ or pat of the tal missing , avoogt as
authorked by a Board agpmswd standasd
{2181 2.1), anis with mare than Bvo loos on
sach font oot and four doos on each back
doot unlass itho msult of an injuryoras
authorinad a Board appowd siandad
(28122, wishle or ivsihio dad faulls if
Board standand  roguiros

L the hmod (214812
ihpiluhud ST OF LNUSLE

Son Show Rulbs, ARTICLE SIXTEEN for
more  compreh rules  governing
oo nattin s and disqua Moations.

Ragdoll Breed Standard, 0501/ 2004

"Capable Cats - An Introduction to Cow Hocks and Structure, 0

TI CA Judging

School by Vickie

Shiel ds,

Al Il breed Judgme?201Di



See Show Rules, ARTICLE SIXTEEN for more comprehensive rules
governing penalties and disqualifications.

Ears Meadium in size, eonimaion
of modified wedge, broad 8 base, slight
i forsard, rounded tip, Frediim
duirmis hings.

Eyes: Blue, [arge, oval, moderslely
wide-gal, ouler apariure bo il inline s
base of o, ol ofental.

Chiry Well-develoged.

Muzre: Round, medurm in lengih.

Erofls: Gentle curve, wilh sirsight
sl segrment (al he nosa)  Chin wel-

mumg, medium atbase Wit s ulgmqm

Where | recommend it should be
located because of the
Importance of functional health

o long. The fur on he Fontlegs is thick
and shert to rmedium in length, The fur
an e hind liags & redurm Lo kang, fick
and feaiher-lke. The paws ame feafher-
fufied. Aundani nff desirabie.

Pl el (5704 04

Ragdoll Bread Standard, 0501/2004

COLORPATTERM: Bady and point
edar are waghted equally.

Poims Eams, mask, feel and tal o
e dalker, welkdefned coor.

Body: Defnile conirast betseen body
and points, chest, bib and chin areas
may be somewhal lighler in coloe.  Soft
shadings of color am allowsd on bady.
Allcaancs o be made fof a eal under 2

Baitfs Lege (axcept for fee), ears
ek, and tail wel-defned. A brkan or
evenly maiched while bare o even
difmension on noss andior bebaeen ayes
o be accaplable. Whie nol extending
inds e colomd nose leather, Chinmust

b white.

Empl {ssi- ‘While mifiens evenly
oAl hed.

Back . Enfiraly white extending

s Fiakher than mdd-dhah. While reust oo

ulnulunlnhrlhg and showve e
hadk an ihe mar begs.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The ideal
Ragdal grws lwge and heavy. Full
madurity of color & nol achieved undl 2
years old and full weight and sire is nol
axpecied for al least 4 yeans, The cal is
fimm and Fuseuar with no (2 aeept on
the heaar abdernen. Owveral imgression
iz of subdued power.

ALLOWANCES: Lighter eye color in
dilutes . Seasonal changes in coal kngih
and lesdune.

FENALIZE"

General Shomt til, poired sans,
shor legs, ooty bady, Raman nose.

Milled Ary dark speling on while
mittare, ok of white belly stipe, white
on ears andior Ll

Bioohar: Pigirent of sionmash; whis-
kers omer han while, while on eam
and'ar 1al, while beyond e osulside
adge of e eye, or pigreeni on any rea
designated while.

WITHHOLD AL L AWARDS (WW):
General: Amy eye color ofer han
[T

Painled: Any white.
Lack of while chin.
Bigglcr: Any dark rarkings on area
of while rmask.

authoriked by a Board apposd standad
(28122, wishle or ivsihio dad faulls if
Board standand  roguiros
disqualificafon {214 124), oossed oyes
Board approved standard  roguiros
ificaton (218_128), ot Hi':'l'.rma
(2981 28], masady smaler siz, not n
with tho bmod [(2M812.8), and
dopmssion of the sternum or unusuady smal
dlameior of the &b cage dsolf 216 1211.19).
Son Show Rulbs, ARTICLE SIXTEEN for
more  comprehonsive rules  governing
oo nattin s and disqua Moations.

il sl 05500104

Ragdoll Breed Standard, 05012004
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What it says:

NSee ShoWRTRILE S4>ETEEN for

more comprehensive rules governing
penal ti es and di squjal
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ICA Show Rules

ARTICLE SIXTEEN T Judging Procedures

256.12

Many abnormalities which are detected in judging are
not breed specific, but, rather occur in all cats.

Responsible breeding aims to conserve our breeds
while maintaining their health which means focusing
on reducing or eliminating these abnormalities.

Household Pets are excepted from this rule because
they are not the result of planned breeding programs.
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Except as otherwise stated in this rule,
judges shall penalize or disqualify,

depending upon severity,

championship cats, non-championship kittens,
Advanced New Breeds (ANB), and New Traits

Class (NT) [see
701.4.3], and shall

|ICA Standing Rules

penalize championship

alters for the following:

V4

e



256.12.7

Inability to b Su
weight or tolwalk normally.

256.12.8

Abnormal positioning
of the legs and feet while
tanding.

Excellent legs and feet

es Include, b ot limited to, bowed or
cow hocked legs, splaying of\the feet, or obvious
toeing In or out of the feet.

"Capable Cats - An Introduction to Cow Hocks and Structure, 6 TI|1 CA Judging School by Vickie Shields, Allbreed Judgme?201Di



N] udshals
penalize or disqualify
depending upon severityo

Penalize to Disqualify

p$ X

TICA Show Rules say penalizing tail faults is
discretionary, whereas penalizing or disqualifying
structural problems is mandatory
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Health
l TIGA Sho

Temperament

i

Breed: TyPT,eCA greed Sta 08

W ules

H
Color




Accordi ng tlLaws, T | CA
NThe Regl st Glowv Rdas, F
..take precedence over any individual

Breed Standardeée

Therefore,
the Article 16 of Show Rules, should be
applied FIRST, and faults at the Show Rule
level are more important than faults under
the individual Breed Standards




Health

l Primary importance,

according to |TI C¢

Temperament

;

Breed Type

l Secondary importance,

according to/ TI C¢

Color




All associations judge structure:

Cat Fanciers Association (CFA), U.S.A.

"The following descriptions and drawings of "normal" and "abnormal” are offered as
an educational tool to help develop and refine the ability of cat fanciers to recognize
and select against undesirable and potentially harmful physical characteristics."

"Judges help to promote the elimination of defects by recognizing and rewarding
cats with structural soundness on the show bench."

# Bowed legs occur when the hocks are further apart than the feet

= Cow-hocked legs - The hind hocks turn inward and cause the feet to
point outwards rather than straight forseard.

e Feline Structure:
Recognizing Normal and Abnormal

Retaguizing Nermal and Ahnormal

Cow-hocked ]-:5.4 Straigh: ]-:5.-;
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"Capable Cats- A n

|._
€

Fédération
Internationale
Féline

FIFe Compulsory Seminar for Student Judges
FIFe Pflichtseminar fiir Richterschiiler
Séminaire obligatoire FIFe pour la formation des éléves-juges

Friday / Freitag / Vendredi 11. 12. 2015
Place / Ort / Lieu:
Marina Lepanto Yachting Club
Via Consiglio d'Europa, 38
34074 Monfalcone (GO)
Italy [ ltalien / ltalie

http:/lwww.marinalepanto.it/en

Programme - Programm - Programme

Diana Di Natale (Roll Call)/ Donatella Mastrangelo (Introduction)

00.00-00.30 Roll Call and introduction | Anwesenheltslisie und Einfilwung / Liste de prisence et inbroduction
09.30 - 10.00 FIFe structure | Struktur der FIFe / Structure de la FIFe Dorte Kaae
10.00 -10.30 | Standards & Judges reports/ Standards & Richterberichte /Standards & rapports de juges Steven L Jones
10.30 - 11.00 Open discussion | Offene Diskussion / Discussion ouverte
11.00-11.15 coffee break - Kaffeepause - pause café
11.15-12.15 Anatomy of the cats and faults / Anatomie der Katze und Fehler |
L'anatomie du chat et ses fautes Pia Myman
12.15-12.45 Open discussion | Offene Diskussion / Discussion ouverte
12.45-14.15 lunch break - Mittagspause - déjeuner
14451545 Genetics: colours, patterns and coat / Genetik: Farben, Zeichnungen und Fell /
: Geénétique: couleurs, dessins et fourrure Steven L. Jones
15.15-16.00 Open discussion | Offene Diskussion | Discussion ouverte
16.00 - 16.15 coffee break - Kaffeepause - pause café
Show arena and ethics of judging / Die Showarena und Ethik des Richtens /
16.15-17.15 s : = rag s . Donatella
L’aréne de |'exposition et I'éthique du jugement Mastrangelo
17.15-18.00 Open discussion | Offene Diskussion | Discussion ouverte
18.00 End of seminar / Ende des Seminars / Fin du séminaire

I ntroduction t

o

Cow Hocks and Structure, o TICA Judgi

n g olSuwedRm@ lhstrustyr

Vi c ki duné&a4,i2@1b d



Governing Council of the Cat Fancy (GCCF), U.K.

"As the desire of any concerned breeder must be to try to eliminate any defects
which can affect the health or comfort of cats, it is obviously undesirable to breed
from any cats with defects, and especially from those displaying severe examples
of any defects."

"Judges too should help to eliminate defects by penalizing them on the show
bench wherever they are encountered."

THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE CAT FANCY
4.6 Penel Orlieu

Bridgwater
Somerset TAE IPG
Tel/01276) 427575

GUIDETO
THE DEFECTS LISTED

IN THE GCCF

STANDARD OF POINTS
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A f ew wor ds

Balance
Breeding

Tail Set

Hip Dysplasia
Giving Birth

Do o o T Ix

"Capable Cats - An Introduction to Cow Hocks and Structure, 6 TI|I CA Judging School by Vickie Shields, Allbreed Judgme?201Di



A few wor dsBawhoeut é
Look at this cat and think about movement, power, and weight distribution:
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Not balanced:

Balanced:

A Both back feet are behind the hips. He is A

cow hocked in his back legs (in real life).

A His front legs are compensating to hold A

rear weight, by reaching back behind

shoulders. The cat pulls with front legs. A

A Neck straining forward, to carry body

weight on the stronger front legs. A

A This cat is lacks normal stability and thrust

"Capable Cats - An Introduction to Cow Hocks and Structure, 6 TI|I CA Judging School

Excellent. The back legs are
supporting hip weight.

The front legs evenly supporting
the shoulders.

Imagine rear legs as the engine,
and front legs as the landing gear.

This cat is stable, flexible, with
agile movement, and balanced.

by Vickie Shields, Allbreed Judgme?201Di



Not balanced:

Balanced:

A Both back feet are behind the hips. He is A

cow hocked in his back legs (in real life).

A His front legs are compensating to hold A

rear weight, by reaching back behind

shoulders. The cat pulls with front legs. A

A Neck straining forward, to carry body

weight on the stronger front legs. A

A This cat is lacks normal stability and thrust
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Excellent. The back legs are
supporting hip weight.

The front legs evenly supporting
the shoulders.

Imagine rear legs as the engine,
and front legs as the landing gear.

This cat is stable, flexible, with
agile movement, and balanced.
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A few wor dS8reaima

Moo || =2

What happens when you breed a very cow hocked cat to one
with good structure?

You can get a range from bad to fairly good. It also depends
on the cause of the cow hocks. Hip dysplasia? Misaligned
joints?

But é. b adcansbe bradout eventially.

It IS better to start with a cat with correct structure.
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A few wordlaulSebout é

The TICABengal St andar d s alpwsset, i
medium-l engt h tail adds Dbal

This croup is gently sloping, with the tail set on just below the level of the back.

"Capable Cats - An Introduction to Cow Hocks and Structure, 6 TI|1 CA Judging School by Vickie Shields, Allbreed Judgme?201Di



Great Pyrenees tail |l s fNset | ow
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Low tail set, displaying the soft
flowing curve over the croup
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Japanese Bobtail, short, flat croup:

Thepom-pom nNnappears to
t he base of the spin:¢
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A few words
Hip Dysplasia

Yes, it exists in cats.

Hip Dysplasia is a hereditary defect in the
socket joint that it is not as deep as it

normally should be.
Apoorly developed. o

Because of this the head of the femur
does not fit exactly in the socket joint and
the surfaces beqin to rub against each
other, causing the cartilage to :
degenerate, leaving a bone-against- NOt ThIS
bone [oint surface which is painful.

(In the show ring, judges only need to
observe structural irregularities, not
guess the cause.)
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This cat has hip dysplasia, diagnosed by a veterinarian by x-ray.

When judging, only the fnabno
of the feet and | egs while
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A few wor dSiviaghBortlht €

Dogs with cow hocks require more surgical
Intervention (Cesarean-sections) to give
birth than dogs with good structure do.

Perhaps this Is true with cats, too?
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. Examples of good
structure
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-
.
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"
:
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Munchkin

Excellent
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Excellent

House cat in
Tokyo, Japan
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Street cat in Buenos Aires, Argentina

Excellent
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Excellent
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Here are
some
examples of
wild cats

: - Asian Leopard Cats, used in the development
NOtICG thelr of the Bengal and Toyger breeds

functional,
strong,
excellent
structure
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Jungle Cat, used in
the development of
the Chausie breed
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Serval, used in the development of the Savannah breed
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. Judging
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Judges and Breeders collaborate in a
partnership to Improve the breeds

Cats, like people, are not perfect.
But they should be the best they can be and
that is OUR responsibility.
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Judges have an important responsibility T
they help select the future breeding cats,

because the highly-awarded cats are often
used more for breeding
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Judges are the Quality Control Department,
experts who give informed, honest evaluations.

Excellent
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It Is the balance and interaction of length, size,
substance, proportions and angles of
conformation that give us our various breeds.
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The uneducated eye might
see only the superficial
appearance.

The more knowledgeable
eye of judges can evaluate
more deeply.
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The owner

The owner of this said to ask the

Bengal asked me

| an judges to

to rlpdgde him in please check
this Structure structure,
seminar, as an because it is

example of a cat
which should
NOT be awarded.

Important to
the breeders
and the breed.

This cat was very
successful in the
show ring the year he
was shown.
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How can legs be checked
when judging the cats at cat shows?
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It may be easier to be a good dog show judge
than it is to be a good cat show judge,
because when the dogs are moving around
the ring, their conformation is clearly visible.
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When judging dogs (and cats),
It Is Important to look at them when they are
standing naturally.

Structural problems or discomfort are evident if they shift weight
from one foot to another, or move one back foot forward to
adjust stability, or shift their body weight to the front or the back.

"Treat wor k of art | 1 ke i AthupSchopenbaaer
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This Is also a way to look at the legs.
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. Test
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Question 1
Which cat is cow hocked?
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Question 1
Which cat is cow hocked?

Correct!
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Question 2
Which cat iIs cow hocked?




Question 2
Which cat iIs cow hocked?




Question 3
Which cat is cow hocked?




Question 3
Which cat is cow hocked?




Question 4

Which cat 1s cow hocked?
A B
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Question 4
Which cat is cow hocked?

Correct!
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Question 5
Which cat is cow hocked?

B
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